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I L L 

[AS AMKNDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To regulate the Rates of Postage on Letters conveyed 
between Great Britain and Ireland, according to the 
Rates payable in Great Britain ; and to make the Rates 
of Postage, on Letters conveyed within Ireland, payable 
in the Currency of the United Kingdom. 



N. 13.— r//6' Clauses marked (A. 13. C. D. E. E. G. H. I. K. L. M. 
N. and O.) rvei'e added by the Committee. 



^ CE IR, CB 3 & by the Laws now in force imposing certain 
Rates of Postage in Great RWto'wand /re/<zHd respectively, 
Tetters conveyed by the Post from places in Great Britain to places 
in Ireland, or from places in Ireland to places in Great Britain, are, by 
5 reason of the separate Rates payable in each of those parts of the United 
Kingdom, charged to a higher amount upon the whole than Letters 
conveyed the same distances in Great Britain would be charged : 
And whereas it is expedient that such difference of charge affecting ex- 
clusively the correspondence between Great Britain and Ireland, 
10 should no longer exist ; 



Preamble. 



»5 



20 



15QE it tficrefow QBlulcteti, by the KING’S most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, THAT from and after the Fifth day of July 
one thousand eight liundred and twenty-seven, in lieu of all Duties of 
Postage, granted and made payable under any Act or Acts in force in 
Great Britain and Ireland respectively, upon Letters so conveyed from 
either of these parts of the United Kingdom to the other, there shall 
be levied and paid the like Rates of Postage according to the distances 
which such Letters are conveyed, as would be payable on the conveyance 
of Letters from place to place in Great Britain, in addition to the 
separate Rates of Packet Postage now payable, and also to the several 
Rates of Duty payable under the Acts for building the Menai and 
Comvay liridges respectively; the Whole being according to the 
Schedule (A) to this Act annexed. 
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And be it further I'lnaotecl, That from and after the Tifih day of July 
one thousand eight lumdred and twenty-seven, no oilier Packet Postage 
shall in any case be demanded or paid or payable for letters or packets 
between Great Britain and Ireland, other than such us i.s specified and 
set forth in the Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed; and that from and 5 
after the said Fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
seven, all Rates or Duties of Packet Postage between Great Britain and 
Ireland, under any Act or Acts jiasscd at any time before the passing 
of this Act, shall cease and determine, and shall be and are hereby 
Repealed, and shall no longer be paid or payable; any thing in any Act 10 
or Act.s to the contrai'y in anywise notwithstanding. 

AND whereas certain Rates of Postage upon Letters aiui Packets 
conveyed by tlic Post to and from jilaces within Ireland, were grunted 
by an Act of the tifty-fourtli year of his lute Majesty King George the 
Third, intituled, “ An Act to repeal certain Duties upon Letters and 
“ Packets sent by the Po.st within Ireland, and to grant other Duties in 
“ lieu thereof;” and such Rate,s of Postage were imide payable in In.sk 
currency: And whereas by an Act passed in the sixth year of Ilis present 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the a.s5imilation of 
“ the Currency and Monies of account throughout the United Kingdom 20 
“ ol Great Britain ami Ireland," certain provisions are made for the 
payment oi sums under the amount of Twelve-pence of the currency 
of Ireland, by an equivalent number of British pence, haU-jiciico and 
fdrlliiugs, Some; ol which arc not generally in circulation in Ireland', 
AND in order to avoid the inconvenience of collecting the Rates 25 
of Postage xw.Ireland, according to the directions of the said last recited 
Act, it is expedient that such Rates of Postage should be in future 
charged and collected in the currency of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland-, BE it therefore Enacted, That the several Rates 
of Postage upon Letters and Packets sent and conveyed to and from 30 
places within Ireland, which by the said hereinbefore recited Act of the 
fifty-fourth year of the reign of his said late Majesty, are made payable, 
according to the several amounts thereof, in Irish currency, shall, from 
and after the said Fifth day of July, be charged, levied, collected and 
paid and payable, according to the several amounts thereof, in the 35 
currency and lawful money of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, according to the Schedule (P,.) to this Act annexed. 

And be it further Enacted, Thatfrom and after the Fifth day of July 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, it shall bo lawful for 
His Majesty’s Postmaster General, and his deputy and deputies, to and 40 
for the use of His Majesty, His heirs and successors, to demand and 
receive, for the conveyance of printed Votes and Proceedings in Parlia- 
ment, by packet Ijoats, from Great Britain and Ireland to any of His 

Majesty’s 
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Majesty’s colonies and possessions beyond the seas, after the rate of 
One penny halfpenny, and no more, for every Ounce weight thereof, 
and so in proportion, in lieu of any sum payable under any Act or Acts 
in force immediately before the passing of this Act, any thing in any 
5 Act or Acts to the contrary notwithstanding ; the same to be paid when 
the said printed votes and proceedings shall be put into the Post Office • 
provided every such printed vote and proceeding shall be without 
a cover, or in a cover o|)cn at the sides; and that there be no writing 
thereon other than the superscription, and that there be no other paper 
it) or thing enclosed or concealed therein. 



7 ^ 



Ami be it further Enacted, That from and tiftci' the Fifth day of ,/uly colonial 
one thousand eiglit hundred and twenty-seven, it shall and may be lawful Legislative 
tor His Majesty s Postmaster General, and his deputy and deputies in may be sent 
His Majesty ’.s colonies and possessions beyond the seas, to receive any Brimin^Ld 
i.t; Vote.s, Proceedings or other public Papers, printed by order or under the pSimta, 
autliorityof the legislative assemblies of any sucli colonies or possessions, 
lor conveyance by packet boats to Great Britain and Ireland] and for balfpenn/ per 
His Majesty's Postmaster General, and his deputy or deputies in 
Great Britain ami Ireland, to and for the use of His Majesty, His heirs 
ao and successors, to demand and receive for the conveyance of every such 
vote, proceeding or other printed paper, after the rate of One penny haif- 
lienny for every Ounce weight thereof, and so in proportion; to be paid 
on delivery thereof, to the person or persons to whom the same shall be 
addressed in Great Britain at Ireland] provided every such paper shall 
ay bo without a cover, or in a cover open at tlie sides ; and that there he no 
writing thereon other than the superscription, and that there be no other 
paper or thing enclosed or concealed therein. 

AND whereas Newspapers printed within His Maiestv’s colonies 

j -111 . •> J News])apers 

and possessions beyond the seas, brouglit into Great Britain and Ireland ^”‘ought by 
30 by ships other than packets, and sent to the Post Office of the port or Ihipffrom 
place at which the letters brought by such ships are landed, are now 'bSaVdll 
liable to the same rates and duties of Postage as Letters, and it is 
expedient that the law in this respect should be amended ; BE it 
therefore Enacted, That from and after the Fifth day of July * 

35 one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, it shall be lawful 
for His Majesty’s Postmaster General in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and for his deputy and deputies, for the use of His Majesty, His heirs 
and successors, to demand and receive for the conveyance of every 
such Paper by His Majesty’s packets, or by any ship other than a packet, 

40 and delivered by the commander of any such ship at any Post Office 
with the ship's letters, the sum of Three-pence, on the delivery thereof 
to the person or persons to whom the same shall be addressed; 
provided every such paper be sent without a cover, or in a cover open 
274- at 
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at the sides, and that there be no writing tliercon otlier tlian the super- 
scription, and that tlicre l)cno other paper or thing enclosed or concealed 
therein. 

And be it further F^nacted, That it siiiill be lawful for I lis Majesty’s 
Postmaster General, and his deputy or deputies, to receive at the Port 5 
of Falmouth any Pam[)iiict, Magazine, Review or other periodical 
publication, for conveyance by packet boat to any of Ills IMujesty’s 
coionie.s or plantations; and to demand, have, receive and take for 
the conveyance of every .such pamphlet, magazine, review or pub- 
lication not exceeding Six ounces in weight, the sum of One Shilling, i„ 
and the further sum of Tliree-pencc per ounce for any weight beyond 
the weigiit of Six ounces ; every fraction of an ounce to be charged as 
one ounce. 

AND whereas Letters from or to any place in Great Brilm/i, sent 
to or directed from Hoxalh near Dubliu, or Dunmore near JVaUrford, 
are contained in the mails landed at or dispntciicd from Dublin and 
Waterford respccti\’cly, and arc carried in such mail to and from 
Dublin and JVatei'ford, fi om and to Howth and Dunmore^ and are by 
such means subject to increased postage, altliough no benefit is derived 
from such conveyance; BL it therefore Enacted, That from and after 20 
the fifth day of July one thousand ciglit hundi'cd and twenty-seven, 
Lcltcis and Packets from or to any place in Great dh'iiain, directed to 
or sent from Howth or Dunmore, or the delivery and vicinity tlicreof 
respectively, shall not be chargeable with, or subject or liable to any 
increase of Postage, in respect of being so carried to or from Dublin 25 
or Waterford, nor to any other or greater amount of Postage, than 
according to the actual distance between Ilowth and Dunmore respec- 
tively, and the town or place in Great Britain, from or to which they 
shall be sent, according to the Rates specified in Table (A.) annexed to 
this Act. 

30 

And be it fui ther Enacted, Timt from and after tlie Fiftl. day of July 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, it shall and may he 
lawful for the Postmaster General of Great Britain, and he is hereby 
authorised and empowered, to apply to the Revenue of the Post Office 
of Great Britain the amount of all Rates of Postage received in Great 35 
Britain, upon Letters sent from or to Ireland', and that in like manner it 
shall be lawfnl for the Postmaster General o( Ireland, and he is hereby 
authorized and empowered, to apply to the Revenue of the Post Office 
of /,-eW the amount of all Rates of Postage received in Ireland, upon 
Letters and Packets sent from or to Great Britain; and that all sums 
so received shall be paid and applied as the Revenue, of Postage arising 
in Great Britain or Ireland respectively, any thing in any Act or Acts, 
or any law usage or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That the monies to arise by the several 
Rates and Duties made payable by this Act, except the monies which 
shall be necessary to defray such expense as slmll be incurred in the Aktobe 
management and collection of the same, shall be paid into the receipt c^'riicd tothe 
5 of tlie Exchequer, at JVesiminsier and Duhlin, and shall he carried to 
and made part of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 



Clavsk (J.) 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the passing of this New»p:ipers 
Act, every printed Newspaper or other printed Paper liable to the stump byplst wfthiii 
10 duty, and for the conveyance of w bich any Duty of Postage is 

ciiargeable under any Act or Acts in force in Great Britain or publication. 
Ireland, shall and may in all cases be put into the Post Office or 
receiving office of or for the town or place in G^'eat Britain or Iriluml 
in or at which such newspaper shall be published, on any day within 
15 Seven days next aftei’ the day on which the same shall be pul)lished, 
the day of publication to be ascertained by tlie date of siicb paper; 
any tiling in any Act to the contrary notwithstanding; and in case any 
such paper shall lie put into any Post Office, at any time after the 
expiration of sucli Seven days, such paper shall be charged with 
20 a Rate of Postage equal to that of a single letter sent by the Post 
from the place where such paper was published, to the place to vvliich 
such paper shall be addressed. 



AND whereas by the laws in force, merchants accounts, bills of 
exchange, invoices, bills of lading, and proceedings at law, written on Accountr&c 
one and the same piece of paper with a Letter, and also several Letters Letters 
to several and distinct persons, written upon one and the same piece of 
paper, are liable to be rated, taxed and paid for as so many several and pp“”hall te 
distinct Letters, and it is expedient that the laws in this respect should 
be altered ; BE it therefore Enacted, That from and after the passing Letters. 



30 of this Act, all merchants accounts, bills of exchange, stamped 
receijots, invoices, bills of lading and proceedings at law, written on one 
and the same piece of paper with a Letter, shall be allowed and taken 
without Rate in the price of the Letter ; and that any piece or sheet of 
paper in which Letters to several and distinct persons shall he written, 



53 shall not be charged or chargeable willi any higher Rate of I’ostagc in 
Great Britain or Ireland, than if one Letter only were written upon 
such sheet or piece of paper ; any thing in any Act or Acts to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 



40 



A VTT\ r Clause (L.) 

AND for the more effectually preventing the detention of Letters on For prevent- 

board ships and vessels coming to Great Britain and Ireland U om parts mn^fLexwl 

beyond the seas, and the injury and inconvenience resulting to merchants 

and others therefrom ; BE it Enacted, That it shall be lawful to and GreatBritain 

’ from Forcjgn 

274. B for parts. 
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for any person or persons thereunto duly authorized and appointed by tlic 
Postmaster General of Great Britain, or by the Postmaster Generfd 
eti Ireland, to demand and receive from the master, commander or other 
person having the charge of any ship or vessel arriving at or off any port 
in Great Britain or Ireland, all sucli letters and j)ackets on board the 
same, as are not exempted by law ; and the master or commander r 
or other person having the charge of any such ship or vessel, is hereby 
required forthwith to deliver such letters and packets to the person or 
persons authorized to demand and receive the same; and it shall bo 
lawful for the master, commander or other person liaving the charge of 
Such ship or vessel, to retain on l)oard any letters or packets exceeding lo 
the weight of Three ounces, until his arrival at the regular port or place 
of discharge of siicii vessel, any thing in any Act or Acts to the con- 
trary notwithstanding ; and in case any letter or packet not exceeding 
the weight of Three ounces, not being exempted by law, shall be found 
on board any such ship or vessel, or in the possession of the master or 
commander, or of any of the passengers or crew, at any time after 1 5 
the time when letters shall have been demanded or delivered ns 
aforesaid, every and any Penalty payable by law, in respect of letters 
found in the possession of the master of any ship or vessel after deliver- 
ing his letters at the Post Office of any port at which he may touch 
prior to his an iving at the port where the ship or vessel is to report, or 20 
in the possession of any of the crew, or in the possession or baggage of 
any passenger on board, shall attach and be payable in respect of every 
letter or packet not exceeding the weight of Three ounces, which shall 
be so found after such demand and delivery as is required by this Act, 
and every such Penalty shall be paid and payable by the person or 125 
persons in whose possession or baggage any such letter or packet shall 
be discovered, and may be sued for recovered and applied in such manner 
as is directed with respect to such penalties, by any Act or Acts in 
force in Great Britain or Ireland, relating to the duties of postafre. 

30 

And be it further Enacted, That all the powers, provisions, privileges, 
advantages, disabilities, penalties, forfeitures and distribution thereof, 
and all clauses and other matters and things contained in any Act or 
Acts of Parliament in force at the time of the passing of this Act, 
relating to the Post Office, or any Rates or Duties payable on the port 
or conveyance of Letters or Packets in Great Britain and Ireland, and 35 
not repealed or altered by this Act, shall, so far as the same are applica- 
ble, continue in force, and be applied and extended, and shall be con- 
strued to apply and extend to this present Act, and to the Rates and 
Duties hereby made payable, as fully and elfectually to all intents and 
purposes as if the same hbd been particularly repeated and re-enacted 4^ 
in the body of this Act. 



Provided 
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Provided always, and be it Lt^acted, Thai so much and such parts 
of an Act made in the fifty-fifth year of the , reign of iiis iatc Majesty, 
intituled, “ An Act to regulate the Postage of Ship Letters to and from 
“ Ireland,'' as except or refer to Guat Britain, siiall be and the same 
5 are hereby repealed. 

AND whereas by an Act made in the fifty-third year of the reign of 
his late Majesty King George the Third, among other things, for making 
further regulations for securing the Duties on Letters and Packets sent 
by the Post in Ireland, certeiin penalties or forfeitures of Ten pounds 
10 are imposed for certain olVences against the said Act: And whereas 
doubts have arisen whether the said penalties continue in force, and 
are recoverable, according to the directions of the said Act; BE it 
therefore Declared and Enacted, That ihc said Act, and the said 
Penalties thereby inflicted, are and shall remain and continue in force; 
1,5 and that such penalties of Ten Pounds shall and may be recovered on 
conviction of the offender, in manner by the said recited Act directed, 
any thing in any Act or Acts to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And he it further Enacted, That this Act may be amended altered 
or repeated by any Act or Acts to be passed in this present Session of 
Parliament. 



274. 
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SCHEDULE (A.) 

RATES OF POSTAGE to be taken in the Currency of the United Kingdom, for the Port and Conveyance of Letters and 
Packets by the Post from any Place in Great Britain to any Place in Ireland, or from any Place in Ireland to any Place in 
Great Britain. 





